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Norwich and across the State of Con-
necticut, he would go on to work in the 
manufacturing industry as a machinist 
at Pratt and Whitney and as a partner 
at the Norwich Machine and Tool Com-
pany. 

During his decades of work as a pub-
lic official in Norwich, Philip was 
never one to stay silent on any issue 
that he felt was important to the citi-
zens of that city. That approach won 
him many allies, and it certainly 
earned him his share of critics. But ev-
eryone admired the passion and the 
dedication that Philip Shannon 
brought to his many years of public 
service. 

He helped spearhead a series of im-
portant local projects, including the 
Norwich Golf Course and development 
along route 82. He also had the fore-
sight to successfully campaign against 
selling the city’s public utilities de-
partment to a private corporation. The 
decision to keep the department ulti-
mately made the city more money 
than it would have received from the 
sale. 

Those are only a few of Philip Shan-
non’s many accomplishments. In the 
words of Bill Stanley, a former State 
Senator, ‘‘he did more for Norwich 
than anyone will ever know.’’ 

His work on behalf of the Democratic 
Party in Norwich was so tireless that 
he became known as ‘‘Mr. Democrat.’’ 
He served as Democratic town chair-
man for 20 years and represented Con-
necticut’s 19th District on the Demo-
cratic State Central Committee. In his 
role as a party leader, he recruited nu-
merous candidates who went on to hold 
local and State offices. 

Philip was as good to his friends as 
he was to the Democratic Party. He 
was a longtime friend of my father, and 
I will never forget how he supported me 
when I first ran for the Senate back in 
1980. 

Norwich is a better place today be-
cause of the efforts of Philip Shannon. 
He will be greatly missed, both by the 
people he served and by everyone who 
knew and loved him. 

I offer my most heartfelt sympathies 
to Philip’s wife Cresencia, his four chil-
dren, six grandchildren, three great- 
grandchildren, and his entire family.∑ 
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JOSEPH W. MCCRACKEN 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to acknowledge the passing of 
Joseph W. McCracken on October 26, 
2003. 

For over 4 decades, Mr. McCracken 
represented the forest products indus-
try in Oregon and other western 
States, as the Executive Vice President 
of Westen Forest Industries Associa-
tion. Mr. McCracken represented a sec-
tor of the industry that I hold in par-
ticularly high esteem—a sector com-
prised of small, family-owned sawmills 
and plywood plants. 

These are the mills that traditionally 
depended on our Federal forest lands 
for their supply of timber. These are 

the mills that are located in small 
rural communities where they provide 
the backbone of the local economy. 

During his years of service to his in-
dustry, Joe McCracken was a fixture in 
his town and served as an advisor and 
mentor to many of our predecessors in 
this body. Warren Magnusen, Scoop 
Jackson, Mark Hatfield, Bob Pack-
wood, Frank Church, Jim McClure, Jim 
Melcher, and other stalwarts of our 
western Senate delegation looked to 
Joe for counsel and advice on public 
land issues affecting his constituents. 

He represented them with a passion 
and commitment that was exemplary. 
Joe McCracken was a visionary and 
was responsible for creating and influ-
encing countless pieces of legislation 
and regulations that benefitted his in-
dustry, the people that work in it and 
the communities that depend on it. 

The Small Business Set Aside Pro-
gram, as just one example, assured 
small, family-owned mills a fair share 
of the Federal timber sold from our na-
tional forests and lands manager by 
the Bureau of Land Management. 

Joe McCracken was a pioneer in 
crafting the policies and regulations 
affecting the Oregon and California 
Railroad lands in western Oregon, 
today known as the ‘‘O & C’’ lands. He 
did this both as a professional staff per-
son for the Department of the Interior 
and as an advocate for his trade asso-
ciation. 

Under Joe McCracken’s representa-
tion, the small, family-owned mills 
throughout the west prospered. Many 
of them are under second and even 
third generation management. Unfor-
tunately, many of them no longer 
exist. 

After Joe’s retirement in the early 
90s, a sea change in Federal policies 
regulating the management of public 
forests unfolded to the point that very 
little timber is being provided from 
these forest lands and many of the 
mills have closed. 

Unfortunately, these were the mills 
Mr. McCracken fought so hard to pre-
serve. Those that have survived owe 
their existence largely to Joe 
McCracken. 

Joe was born in Butte, MT in 1925. He 
served his country as a lieutenant in 
the United States Marines. He attended 
Princeton University where he earned 
a masters degree in political science. 

He had a distinguished career with 
the Department of Interior, and specifi-
cally, the Bureau of Land Management 
prior to taking the leadership position 
with the Western Forest Industries As-
sociation. 

Joe McCracken was a unique indi-
vidual who left a profound imprint on 
the growth and evolution of public for-
est policy and the industry that is so 
closely dependent on public forest 
lands. His contributions to this body in 
assisting us in the thoughtful debate 
and deliberation of these important 
matters are worthy of our formal rec-
ognition. 

I extend my heartfelt sympathy to 
Joe McCracken’s wife Janet and his 
two children, Jon and Tamsen.∑ 

THE LIFE OF BRIAN HOWELL 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to a friend who lived his 
life in the service of his community 
and his family. 

Brian Howell was a committed jour-
nalist, and his activities reached far 
beyond reporting and editing. He wrote 
eloquently about the importance of 
honest government, and voiced outrage 
when news broke of political corrup-
tion in Wisconsin’s State legislature. 

Brian worked his way to become edi-
tor of Madison Magazine, a position he 
took after serving as features editor of 
the Wisconsin State Journal. 

Brian Howell’s dedication extended 
to the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son, where he taught a course on public 
campaigns and publicity. Shortly after 
the attacks of September 11, Brian 
worked closely with students to pub-
lish an issue of their student magazine 
that captured the circumstances, 
changes, and emotions surrounding the 
attacks. Always eager to engage young 
writers, Brian knew the power of good 
journalism. 

Brian’s voice remained strong, even 
into his last days. He wrote openly 
about his disease, lung cancer. In call-
ing for increased research about the 
disease, Howell knew that despite lung 
cancer’s stigma and common associa-
tion with tobacco, its sufferers de-
served the same scientific dedication 
that other patients received. 

Right before he passed, Brian re-
ceived by telephone the UW-Madison 
journalism school’s Director’s Award 
for Distinguished Service to Jour-
nalism. He greatly deserved this high 
honor. 

My wife Mary and I will truly miss 
Brian. He was a friend of ours for many 
years and my wife had the distinct 
pleasure of working with him at Madi-
son Magazine. His friendship is some-
thing we will always treasure and hold 
close to our hearts. 

Brian’s death is a great loss to the 
Madison community and to Wisconsin 
as a whole. I am saddened by his pass-
ing and join in honoring his achieve-
ments. I know that he will live on 
through all that he accomplished, and 
through everything that he taught 
those of us fortunate enough to call 
him a friend.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO PAUL WALLACE- 
BRODEUR 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to Paul Wallace- 
Brodeur, an outstanding Vermonter 
and a national leader in the area of 
health care reform. As he prepares to 
retire from his position as director of 
the Office of Vermont Health Access in 
Waterbury, VT, it is important to re-
flect on how much one person can ac-
complish in serving others. 

Paul has been on the forefront of pro-
viding individuals with greater access 
to the health care delivery system. As 
the State Medicaid director, which is 
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